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Geomagnetic sensors
prepare for take-off

O the maming of B October 2001 a passenger
avcrafl bound for Copenhagen had just started o
take off from Mitan's Lisate airpod when it collided
with a smail corporie jet that had driven cnto the
nunway, kiling 118 pecple, Deein dog and the fact
that the arport’s ground radar was out of service,
air-iraffie controliars had no disect wary of kniwing
whee the bwo aircaft wees and ought not to heve
cleaspd i airlings for take-off. But acconding e

Saarland Usivessity in Genmany, disssles such &
this could be avertad thanks to detectors that
maoniar disturbances in the Earis magnetic field,
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types. The devicas can ba sasiy fithed at crucial
loations anound the irport amd Heir oupul
processed by Softwaee 60 that it can be feed
dienctly into the main aiirallic control System.

A prototype system (s cumntty installed in
“terway 5° and &2 gate ES at Frankfurt s in
Germany, and also in the lights on the main tasiway
ol Theessaaloniki airpor in Graeoe. The reseanchems
any working with a local electnonics GOmpany
Votronio to optimize the detecior parformance, and
are in discussions with major S abaut how o
incorporate e deatechors nto nmeay ighting on &
cammuial scale. Mough the esponse from
airpon authonties has been good, Gao cannot
peedict wiven the gysbam will hit the markeL
“Aigtion certifcation can ke up to saven yeas,
and will requite us by prove that no mene than one
I grwary milion sensars fails, " he seys. "Butsinca
am &5 much 8 passengeras | am a physicsl, | ind
such egulations quie rmasseng,”



